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are characters that appear to be added to knowledge, which
is indifferent to both, but may have either, according to
special circumstances.1 Hence, the conditions of validity
or invalidity of knowledge must be different from one other
and other than the; conditions of knowledge itself. While
object-manifestation is produced by certain general condi-
tions, truth and falsehood, which are specific features of
object-manifestation, must be produced by some specific
features of the general conditions. Nyaya argues that, if
knowledge and its validity were produced by the same
conditions, then error would be indistinguishable from
valid knowledge. Error, too, is a form of knowledge and
is produced by the conditions of that knowledge. Hence,
error should be as good as valid knowledge. In other
words, the validity of knowledge being produced by the
conditions of knowledge itseff, the question of false know-
ledge can never arise. On the contrary, if knowledge and
its falsity were produced by the same conditions, the
possibility of valid knowledge would be out of question. In
view of these facts, we are constrained to admit that the
validity of knowledge and invalidity of knowledge are due
to different special conditions different from one other and
other than the causal conditions of knowledge itself.

What then are the special conditions of the validity
and invalidity of knowledge ? According to the Nyaya, the
validity (pramanya) of knowledge is produced by some
positive excellence (guna) in the generating conditions of
knowledge: and its invalidity (apramanya) by some positive
defects in the generating conditions of knowledge. Validity
and invalidity of knowledge are extrinsic, and depend upon
extraneous conditions (paratah). Validity is ?^either produ-
ced by tha general conditions of knowledge nor by the
mere absence of defects (dosabhava). but by some profi-
ciency (guna) in its cause. Invalidity is neither produced
by the general conditions of knowledga nor by the mere
absence of proficiency (gunabhava), but by some deficiency
(dosa) in its cause. Knowledge is not Intrinsically valid or
invalid, but it acquires validity the intercourse of a sense-
organ with an object. This is the positive excellence (guna)